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What Are The Humanities
Introduction

When asked “What Are The Humanities” an image of multicultural color, smell sights and sounds flash before me on a magical 3-D vapor canvas. Why this image?  Is it the word “Humanities”?  Is it my background, race, sex, life experiences or love of imagery?  Perhaps it’s a combination of all of the above. As a student, I seek to gain a greater understanding of what the Humanities are. What it means to others, and why. I hope to employ this knowledge as I interact with the rest of “Humanity” who occupy this turning spear in space and time.  
Course Expectations:
August 27, 2012 we were greeted by Emily Koon our instructor. She engaged each student in small talk as they trickled in one by one. Once the class was settled and accounted for, she told us about herself, a recent new baby, the various out of state institutions of higher education she had attended. This short back ground provided me with the certainty Emily had the credentials to teach this class. To summarize, she paid to play. 
Emily presented Van Gogh painting “Starry Night”. Wow, what a treat.  I had the opportunity of viewing this original painting in the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam in 2005. I enjoyed the art then, however soon I would gain a deeper understanding of this masterpiece. Open class discussion yielded new insights as various factors; theories and interpretations were explored. Once the class spent their extent of knowledge the instructor provided a few more elements for consideration. The time frame, artist, life experiences, and other external factors all influence this painting. For example, Van Gogh cut off one of his ears because he could not get a self-portrait of his ear correct by his standards.  He latter committed suicide.  How did these tendencies influence his painting “Starry Night”.  We see large swirling motion in the sky with bright glaring objects resembling stars.  Does this resemble a life on a collision course with certain death?  Like a runaway train speeding through a night tunnel only to collapse never to see the hope of light again? Or is it a simple illustration of color, motion and light hearted fun. I tend to agree with the first analogy a demise of a train. What shaped my opinion of this painting? Was it the hardships I have experienced living in poverty tucked away in a dusty little desert town on the Arizona Strip? The struggles, obstacles, a disappointments life has served me on my path to success? Perhaps, that’s just me.
Journal Assignment: Went out after class and purchased the prescribed stationary as outlined in the Syllabus. I had already purchased my text book. There was no class the following Monday (September 3) due to Labor Day.1
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Rules For Thinking About Truth
The first class served as a teaser.  Peeking my interest in the “Humanities” as it enriches my life and the life’s of others. I read the assigned sections before the class and gained a greater understanding of this text as we participated in the class review. 
Journal Assignment
· What is your experience in an art museum?

· Strolling through the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam was simply an event for me in 2005. I found the interior of the building stark white with very little color or furniture as typically seen in other commercial public facility’s. The ceilings were high giving way to large open spaces. It was mid-April with a cool spring breeze that seemed to flow effortlessly through the gallery. I soon discovered the art appeared to float in space as if levitating above the gallery floor. And finally, color, the paintings demanded attentions in the sterile soundings embodying them. Van Gogh had a distinctive painting style using thick heavy paint applied using a trial at times not a brush. The images are bold and stark. Mingling with odd dark shapes that jot out of a otherwise peaceful backdrop.  I did not take time to read and understand the descriptions and explanations that accompanied the paintings. However after reading Mary Beard’s views on art I will view future art in a different way.  I was surprised how few paintings were actually present. The museum was capable of housing over 500 exhibits. However many of them were checked out on tour. I viewed about 50 paintings in one hours’ time. Overall I felt depressed having viewed this collection. Van Gogh’s work occupied my mind as I continued with my tour of the Netherlands, France, Germany, and UK. Perhaps next I will be armed with the knowledge this class will add to my understanding. I hope to view art using the skills developed in this class to attain a greater understanding as to why, who and what inspired such works of art.

To my surprise “Ann Frank” attic hide-out was just a stone throw away from Van Gogh’s art collection. We viewed the room where Ann penned her now famous story “The Diary Of Ann Frank”. A true story about Ann’s ordeals hiding from the Germans during the holocaust. Tucked away in a small attic room hiding for her life as a Jew. In the end the  Germans found her. She latter perished in a concentration camp. I can see how these circumstances could have played a role in Van Gogh’s outlook on life.
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Why The Humanities Matter

Journal Assignment
Susan L. Anderson, We Are Our Values (7-16)
· What do you think the work’s main argument, point, or conclusion might be?
· The title “We Are Our Values” speaks volumes to Susan’s main argument and ending conclusion. Susan challenges us to question the values we have now. What influenced these values. For me, I grew up in a Fundamental Mormon Community with the  expectation nobody should question authority. Religious leadership constantly pounded the pulpit stating over and over. God’s ways are everlasting and never change. We as a member of this congregation were required to do as we were told without question.  Susan’s article exposes many flaws in my community and religious teachings. I am sadden to think the majority of my family are still living under the bondage of this flawed ideology. Following is a quote from Susan’s article that rings true as I left my hometown and religious believes to pursue my own values. “The choice we make in selecting the values we live by should not be thought of as a onetime event. It should, rather, be thought of as an on-going, lifetime process of refinement”. Wow…….that is refreshing to me. I often times felt guilty for leaving my church, community and family. Looking back my only regret is the fact it took me 30 years to break away to pursue my own values.  
Susan’s conclusion in this article is clearly stated in the closing “We are our values”.
I agree with the information this article offers and hope to employ many of these educational tips. I will continue forming my values to best serve my needs and the needs of those around me.
· Give three ways the artist/author supports his/her point:

· 1- The bottom-line economics in our culture
2- Conditions of modern society not conducive to long term social relationships.
3-Multiculturalism and the acceptance of ethical relativism.

· How might the author’s historical period and location have affected how she chose to make her point?
· Susan Anderson time of studies spanned from 1944 to 1972. Several social shifts occurred in the U.S during this frame of time. She is well educated having attended the University of Connecticut at Stanford and UCLA. Personally witnessing these changes combined with her educations allowed Susan to pen this powerful article “We Are Our Values”.
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· During the time period when the work was created what social groups (for example: economic class; religious affiliation; political group; ethnic/linguistic group; gender) were being addressed? Why do you think so?
· In addition to the items listed above, advancements in technology, immigration, mobility and legality / law are also determining factors that influence values during this time frame. The other items listed above were also undergoing several changes.  For example, as a society, we had made great strides in human rights advancements. Politics have been subjected to several new elements due to changes in technology. Immigration explosion from Mexico and other regions dramatically changed the ethnic and linguistic groups. Advancements in woman’s rights were observed during this time frame.
· How did the author want this particular audience to react to her work?
· Keep an open mind as time and circumstances tend to impacts our values. As quoted from page 8 “Societal values just like individual values will very likely change over time, with changes in the values or the citizens of which it is composed and with the influx of new citizens”. We must co-exist with others who share different values than our own.
Quote form page 9  item 3.  Multiculturalism and the acceptance of ethical relativism.
“There is no single correct code of values”. This puts the responsibility upon us as individual’s to identify what values work for us and respect others who are pursuing their own values. Had the fundamental society I left respected this I would could enjoy the association of my family and childhood friends. However, as it is, I am shunned and viewed as an apostate. Sad in deed for I still care and love them for who they are. Why can’t they share the same view?
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What Does Freedom Mean
Journal Assignment
· What is your definition of freedom?
· Being able to do what I want with who I want and when I want to do it.
To clarify further, having he money to do what I want. For example, I would like to travel the world and experience different cultures, and take in the sights, sounds and art from all four corners of the earth.  I would like to enjoy this experience with my wife, loved ones and friends. Having a flexible schedule so I could do various activates at opportune times. For example, viewing the colors of fall in the north east in September and October. Fishing the K-Nine river in Alaska with the bears during the salmon run.

To summarize true freedom takes money, time, friends, resources, and security to fully enjoy.
· What does freedom look like to you? 
· When compared to my concept of freedom, I currently enjoy very little freedom. My time is split between family, work, property management, consulting for various organizations/companies, collage and community commitments.  That being said, I recognize I live in the best country in the world and have the freedom to pursue my view of freedom. 
· What do we mean when we when we talk about “FREEDOM” and RIGHTS”? 
Journal Assignment
· What do you think the work’s main argument, point, or conclusion might be?
· This document was initially intended to serve as a warning to Great Britten. It demonstrated the various grievances being imposed upon them from the Crown. Two thirds of the document constitutes these grievances. Only one third of the document addresses independence. More important this document exposed Great Brittan’s oppressions and wrong doings to the rest of the world. The Thirteen Colonies recognized they could not win Great Brittan alone. As we know Great Brittan blow off this warning. Thomas Jefferson did not expect the reaction received from Great Brittan. War ensued and eventually we won our independence from the crown with the help of France.
· Give three ways the author supports his points.
· 1-“He (Great Britten or King George)has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good”.
2-“He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions to cause others to be elected; Whereby the legislative powers incapable of annihilation have returned to the people at large for their exercise; The State remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers for invasion from without and convulsions within”.
5

3-“He has erected a multitude of new offices and sent hither swarms of officers to harass our people and eat out their substances”.

· How might the author’s historical period and location have affected how he chose to make his point?
· Thomas Jefferson was a wealth aristocrat genuinely concerned for the interest and safety of himself and the Colonies. In 1776 many aristocrats were doing very well in the new world. Slave labor was a popular in all the colonies. Great Brittan was seeking to cash in on the success of these wealth aristocrats. As such they sought ways end the oppression. The Declaration Of Independence was drafted for that purpose.
· During the time period when the work was created what social groups were being addressed? Why do you think so?
· The aristocrats were the driving force behind the Declaration of Independence. Also in existence were religious movements, frontiersmen, trappers, explorers and farmers.
All of these individual’s came to the new world in pursuit of a better life. The trickledown effect of the Declaration eventually benefitted all the various social groups in the new world.
· How did the author want this particular audience to react to his work?
· Jefferson wanted all the inhabitants of the new world to rally behind the Declarations of Independences efforts. Initially he wanted this for his own selfish purposes. However as it turned out, it became a sweeping movement accomplishing more than originally intended.
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Social Justice
Journal Assignment
Example 1: 
Same Sex Marriage and Affirmative action: 
The U.S Supreme Court has set about to begin a new session on Monday (October 1, 2012) to tackle the issue of Same Sex Marriage and Affirmative Action. John Huntsman Jr. made a statement posted in the Salt Lake Tribune on Tuesday (September 25) in support of same sex marriage. This is not new for Huntsman as he passed legislation in his term as UT. Governor allowing public workers in same sex unions to receive benefits enjoyed by traditional marriage unions. In closing Huntsman said the ultimate decision to legalize same sex marriage should be made at a state level. Why? Several issues need to be resolved at the state level to make this transition as seamless as possible. 
I am proponent of same sex marriage and agree with John Huntsman Jr. in legalizing same sex marriage. It will take time for us as a society to accept this concept. For example, look at the deep South and how long it took them to desegregate. As was the case in the South, the Federal Government will need to intervene at some point to make this transition as a nation.   
Example 2:
Marietta Collage; Shake America
Shake America is a new organization at Meritta College designed to engage student involvement in social justice issues. The goal is to promote critical thinking along the lines of  social justice issues and develop a commitment to community and betterment for all. This movement has already made a big impact at Marietta Collage. They have built social bridges with local community groups.  The Rainbow Alliance and Charles Sumner Harrison Organization are two organizations now assisting the Meritta Collage movement. They are now working to create a community that everyone understands.  
When I reflect on the Shake America movement, I am encouraged with such movements as they bring equality to our society. What’s wrong with creating a community in which everyone understands the needs for fair treatment and equality? Nobody deserves to be discriminated against for race, age, religion, ethnicity or sexual preference. 
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Example 3:
What is Social Justice?
“Fox News October 12, 2012”.
Everything we see the government doing today is directed at Social Justice. TARP, the stimulus package, health care, immigration reform, bailouts, caps-and-trade- they all have one thing in common: SOCIAL  JUSTICE.  Barock Oboma stated “ I think that there is a strong tradition of social justice in the Catholic Church that had a profound influence on me”. Joe Biden stated “So the measure here is what can we do with the major initiatives in the areas of the economy- economic recovery- jobs, education, housing, health care, are all designed to advance social justice.
I believe social justice is the core of our society. It is our responsibility to recognize the impacts we as a sociality can bring to social justice. We must address the issues in a timely manner to stop the suffering and create a quality of life for all fellow human beings. As stated by MLK (Pg 240) “Wait” has almost always meant “never”. 
The following is not a current example of social injustice. However, I can’t help thinking about a piece of art that comes to mind as we are thinking about social justice issues. The Spanish panting by Picasso, Guervica created in 1937 (Slide show in class September 24, 2012) depicts a social justice issue. Capturing the atrocity’s a small village experienced at the hands of the Germans. Hundreds of innocent Spanish civilians were killed by German explosives. I was touched by the dramatic facial expressions Picasso re-created in the faces of the victims. Art has and will continue partying many of our social issues. Art bears evidence of the past to remind us the importance of correcting now and future issues. Reminders such as these are valuable to exercising our own social justice today. 
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Questions On Civil Disobedience
1) What is a citizen?
	A citizen can be characterized as the individual who is a part of a greater body, organization, institution, government or nation. Like a puzzle, a citizen comprises the individual pieces of a greater picture. 
How would you define a “good citizen” of the United States?
	A good citizen of the United States would be an individual who lives and practices the ideals this nation was founded on. Freedom, justice, security and the courage to act against anything that precludes that citizen from enjoying these attributes. As a good citizen, it is incumbent on us to take action against forces that threaten these freedoms. Henery Thoreau stated (Pg 158) “There will never be a really free and enlightened State until the State comes to recognize the individual as a higher and independent power, for which all its own power and authority are derived, and treats him accordingly”.  Thoreau’s statement alludes to the fact power must flow both ways between the governed and government to work in the best interest of all.
How does Thoreau define a good citizen? 
	Thoreau’s general opinion of a good citizen is an individual who thinks for themselves. They must stand against that which is wrong regardless of the consequences. A “yes” man does not serve justice for himself or society. Citizens often become complacent with their beliefs and freedoms. Like a river, if we don’t resist we will be swept adrift and soon find ourselves crashing on the rocks of despair.  As such we must always be on guard to keep the balance of power in check. (Pg 159 Threau) “I please myself with imagining a State at least which can afford to be just to all men, and to treat the individual with respect as a neighbor; which even would not think it inconsistent with its own repose if a few were to life aloof from it, not meddling with it, nor embraced by it, who fulfilled all the duties of neighbors and fellow-men”.
2) MLK, like Thoreau, says we have a “moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws” and Gandhi says that resistance to such laws is a “sacred duty”. What is an unjust law? How can one show respect for law even while breaking it? What if everyone acted according to tier conscience?
What is an unjust law?
	Per the United States Constitution and our founding fathers, any law that is contrary to natural law is unjust law. Martin Luther King further explains what a unjust law is.(Pg 241 MLK) 
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“An unjust law is no law at all”. Meaning if a law does not comply with natural law then it can’t 
be a law to begin with. MLK further explains “ An unjust law is a human law that is not rooted in eternal and natural law”.
How can one show respect for law even while breaking it?
	The operative word “respect” is key to any successful efforts to opposing an unjust law. We can’t take on the same mannerism as the perpetrator. If you are on the side of natural law combating a un-natural law or unjust law then you must carry the attributes of natural law to prevail. One must be vigilant to resist taking on attributes of un-just concepts when defending natural law. (Pg 246 MLK) “Faith that right defeated is stronger than evil triumphant”.
What if everyone acted according to their conscience?
	To preserve peace, security, and freedom, some level of government must exist. Lawlessness, corruption and destruction have historically been the fate of any society with no government.  Why?  Un-just or un-natural law is typically the path of least resistance. As such Un-natural or unjust laws statistically contribute to the demise of many civilizations. It is our civil responsibility to resist unjust laws to preserve the society we now live in. How do we as citizens know when to act against unjust actions? (Pg 241 MLK) “There comes a time when the cup of endurance runs over, and men are no longer willing to be plunged into an abyss of injustice where they experience the bleakness of corroding despair”.
3) Is dissent patriotic? Is it moral? Is it Christian? Is it American?
Is dissent patriotic?
	As a patriotic citizen, it is our right and obligation to address dissent. The political process is a valuable instrument in addressing many dissent issues today. As such politics is often referred to as a struggle of power to determine who gets what and when. (Pg 163 Gandhi) “Disobedience is the right to belong to every human being and it becomes a sacred duty when it springs from civility, or which is the same thing, love”.
Is dissent moral?
	If we apply the ideology of natural law then yes, dissent is moral? (Pg 163 Gandhi) “ Self-purification and self-help and therefore by the strictest adherence to truth and non-violence”. Who determines what moral dissent is? Here again, I suggest applying the principles of natural law.  
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Is moral dissent Christian? 
	This issue is a controversial topic as the lines often very between religious and political views on moral dissent. When should Christian or any religion get involved in issues of moral dissent?  MLK called this into question in his Birmingham Jail letter.(Pg 245 MLK) “I must honestly reiterate that I have been disappointed with the Church. I felt that the white ministers, priests and rabbis of the South would be some of our strongest allies. Instead, some have been outright opponents, refusing to understand the freedom movement and misrepresenting its leaders”. The natural law principles should apply equally to Christians and any other citizen. If either of these factions are operating outside of natural law then they become the problem vs. the solution to human equality and freedom.
Is dissent American?
	Dissent is what founded America. Without dissent and the courage to act out on it we would still be under the rule of Great Britten. Is it our responsibility as Americans to exercise our dissent when unjust laws are impacting our freedoms and quality of life? (Pg 169 Let America Be America Again) “Let America be America again. Let it be the dream it used to be. Let it be the pioneer on the plain seeking a home where he himself is free. (America never was America to me)”. Langston Hughes was an African American who witnessed slavery and the inequality’s exacted on Blacks. This is a good example of dissent expressed in the form of poetry. I find this to be a very powerful and moving pome. 
4) Is it true that the mass of men serve the state as machines? That they do not use their own minds, their own consciences? What does the state do to people who follow their conscience?
Is it true that the mass of men serve the state as machines?
	Public workers are often viewed as machines as they appear to be of a class of individual who’s content working from the neck down. (Pg 149 Thoreau) “The mass of men serve the state thus, not as men mainly, but as machines, with their bodies. They are the standing army, and the militia, jailers, constables, posse committees, ect. In most cases there is no free exercise whatever of the judgment or of the moral sense.” Why is this often the case? Does public service bread this type of culture by design? As with anything, institutions that don’t have to actively compete for revenue tend to get sloppy, lax and inefficient over time. In essence they don’t have to compete so they don’t. The state tend to reward individual who follow this laxidazical work from the neck down mentality. Until we create more completion at the government level they will continue breeding and nurturing a workforce of inefficacy.
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5) Martin Luther King, Jr. says “Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor.” Why? 
	(Pg 240 MLK) “History is the long and tragic story of the fact that privileged groups seldom give up their privileges voluntarily.” To summarize, freedom is power. Individuals are reluctant to give up that power without a struggle. The oppressed must demand the oppressors to relinquish their power when they interfere with the freedoms of natural law.
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What Responsibilities For Freedom Does Society Have

What is Singers Argument?
	Singers main argument suggest we should all do our fair share to eliminate global poverty. By applying a universal scale of distribution Singer has calculated the goals set by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development Nations could be met by 2015. (Pg 283 Singer) “$808 billion annually for development aid. That’s more than six times what the task force chaired by Sachs estimated would be required to 2006 in order to be on track to meet the Millennium Development Goals, and more than 16 times the shortfall between that sum and existing official development aid commitments”. 

What two pieces of support does he give for his argument?
	a) Self moral responsibility; we tend to act in our own interest rather than the interest of others. (Pg. 278 Thomas Hobbes) “We all act in our own interests. On seeing him give alms to a beggar, a cleric asked Hobbes if he would have done this if Christ had not commanded us to do so. Yes, Hobbes replied, he was in pain to see the miserable condition of the old man, and his gift, by providing the man with some relief from that misery, also eased Hobbes’s pain”. Hobbes quote could suggest we give to others simply to satisfy our own selfish desires. Or we could contend by improving the life of others we improve our own. 
	b) Collective moral responsibility; Singer mathematically calculated how much each U.S citizen in the top 10% income bracket would need to pay to meet the Millennium Development Goals.  Singers 2nd piece of support suggest all of us should pick up the tab to stop world poverty. 
	
My assessment of Singers article
	Singer presented two distinct views for consideration. Both views were presented with facts and examples. I felt it was a well-balanced article delivering equal merit to both views. The reader was left to decide for themselves what moral code was right. 

My personal opinion favors the path of ‘self-moral responsibility’. Why? Something can be said for individualism and the American way. True motivation flourishes under this philosophy. (Pg 278) “Three of the four greatest American philanthropists have been atheists or agnostic in a country in which 96 percent of the population say they believe in a supreme being”.  Does this suggest that organized religions, institutions, or collectiveness do not yield our nation’s top performers? If this is true, why should we shackle our top performers in the name of fairness? Bill Gates has already donated more wealth than three of our past top philanthropists combined. One can conclude, self-moral responsibility will consistently outperform collective moral responsibility three out of four times. 
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HUMA 1100  Fall 2012							      Instructor: Emily Koons Shem Fischer 							                     Critical Thinking Paper #1

Theme of Freedom, Responsibility, and Justice
1) Are there such things as Human Freedoms?  
	Human freedoms are enjoyed to the extent we recognize it and do what is necessary to preserve them. The degree of freedom we each enjoy is directly connected to the actions pursued by ourselves or others.  As individuals we can often fail to recognize the extent human freedoms implies to us as American citizens.  Often times this freedom is mischaracterized or overshadowed by our own perceptions or lack of courage. Goethe speaks to this point (Goeth pg 141) in Freedom Responsibility and Justice. “None are so hopelessly enslaved as those who falsely believe they are free”. This thought may suggests many are held captive by their own misconception of freedom. 
In contrast, we see others who go through great lengths to obtain freedom. The founding fathers of this nation put everything at stake including their very lives. The struggle for freedom eventually inspired the Declaration Of Independence drafted by Thomas Jefferson. This was endorsed by the 13 English colonies  on July 4, 1776. This document set forth the human freedoms we enjoy today. Following is a statement from the pre-amble. (Declaration OF Independence Pg 144). “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”.  Were these freedoms extended to all citizens as set forth by our government? 
Class film September 24, October 1 2012. “The Freedom Riders in 1961”.  These individual were willing to sacrifice their own lives to grant equal freedoms for Black African Americans.  Concerned citizens and blacks alike riding on public buses through the deep South to make a point. The Freedom Riders may have questioned their human freedoms as they were beaten by a mad mob. Especially in light of the fact officers in uniform stood by and did nothing. 
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2) How are these associated with Rights?
In the case of Goethe “None are so hopelessly enslaved as those who falsely believe they are free”. Rights mean different things to each of us. Nationality, culture, religion and upbringing all impact our perception of our rights. All of these elements must be considered before drawing conclusions of ones definition of rights.  This thought should not be confused with one’s false sense of freedom due to ignorance or a blatant disrespect for truth as suggested by Goethe.  
	Each of the events above are associated with a number of our basic rights. (Pg 88 American Government and Politics Today) Civil Rights “Generally, all rights rooted in the Fourteenth Amendment’s guarantee of equal protection under the law”. This law did not apply to Black African Americans as recent as 1961. (Pg 91 American Government and politics Today) In 1883 the US Supreme Court passed a ruled in Plessy vs. Ferguson creating the “ Separate-but-equal doctrine”. This was enforced from 1883 to 1954. The Supreme Court overturned the “Separate-but-equal doctrine in 1954. (Pg 92 American Government and Politics Today). “Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka”. As such several rights were withheld from African Americans by law for seventy-seven years. These rights were not automatically granted to Black Americans after the Brown case. Bold actions from citizens such as “The Freedom Riders” were implemented to garner the attention of the president before the South would allow these rights to be restored for all to enjoy.  
3) How do such freedoms or rights manifest themselves in the political realm or the religious realm?
	The political realm is constantly shaped and influenced by topics surrounding our freedoms and rights on a daily basis. Consider the painter John Trumbull (Class slide show September 24, 2012). John Trumball was employed to recreate a painting depicting the moment when the signing of the Declaration of Independence occurred at Independence Hall in 1776.  The leaders of our new formed 
government felt it important to capture this moment in the form of art. John Trumball did not 
disappoint as this special moment was exacted in a splendid piece of art. From a political perspective, this painting has had a profound impact on our perception of early politics by conveying a stature of importance and grandeur in the public eye. Should we question if Mr. Trumballs painting captured this moment as it really was? How many versions were drafted before the final draft was released to the public? One thing we can be certain; politics played an important role in the outcome of this painting. 
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Martin Luther King was instrumental in ” The Civil Rights Acts of 1865-1875”. His example of non-valiant protest changed the political landscape by bringing public awareness to many inequalities. (Pg 239 MLK Letter From Birmingham Jail). “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”. Statements coupled with action demanded justice. John F Kennedy as President of the United States had to do something or he would have face negative political implications. On the other side of the spectrum, many hold the political beliefs we lose our freedoms to the extent we allow government influence or rule. (Pg 147 Henry Thoreau) “ That government is best which governs least”. It is up to the individual to depict the right amount of political influence we allow government to bring to bear and what that means to our freedoms.
Religious realms also shaped and influence topics surrounding our freedoms and rights on a daily basis. In early colonial days, many of our founding fathers were careful to establish separation of church and state. (Pg 65 American Government and Politics Today) “Establishment Clause was designed to create a wall of separation of Church and State”. In spite of this clear separation, religion continues to impact politics today.  (Class discussion September 17, 2012) A Florida teacher loses his job by posting anti- gay comments on his Face Book account). As discussed in class, this teacher’s ideals and morels may have been influenced by his religion. Could we argue his actions were protected under the “Freedom of Free Speech”?  Should the school (a public institution) have the right to fire this teacher for exercising his rights? Is it fair to state one’s views on this matter will vary depending on their own religious views? 
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Seven Critical Thinking Question On Creation Myths
1) Would you agree that creation myths represent one of the most stunning feats of the human imagination? 
	After reading the various creation myths offered by many different religious groups it begs one to ask. What account is right? We see one thing in common. They each attempt to create something they can’t see, feel, or touch. Leave it to the human IMAGINATION, to create so many colored and varied accounts. 
Why?	Humans must have an answer to that which they can’t obtain. History has shown we will go to great lengths to find these answers. In the event we can’t find an answer we tend to substitute IMAGINATION and then spend the rest of our lives convincing ourselves and others of it’s relevance. 
2) What differences do you notice between the stories regarding where the gods live?
	In general, most religions depict god as a supreme being that lives in a great lofty place overlooking earth. However Buddhism takes a sharp departure from this theory or vision of god’s dwelling place.  For starters, they dismiss the presumption of a god all together. They believe in tangible items. For example they pray to a physical Buddha statue and make religious omens to earthly objects. This suggests, they are realest, and only believe in things they can see, feel and touch. 
Explant the differences?	Tradition, political socialization, nurture, nature, geography, and personal experience and ideology all shape our opinion of a god or where he may live. For example, the early Greeks believed in a gods of wind, fire, earth, and water. From the text, the oldest know religion Judaism, believe god is a supreme being living in the atmosphere somewhere over the earth.  
3) What is the significance of “naming” in these stories?
	Many denominations will signify god’s name present it as an ALPHA male. Linage and notoriety is tied through the male linage and prosperity.  Why? Religion is suited to benefit a “man’s” world.
4) In all of these stories, how do the gods behave?
	The actions of god very from one extreme to the other. This suggest god’s behavior is illustrated by the author and crafted to achieve a specific purpose. Why? In short, to gain power and money. 
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5) What is the place of human beings in these stories?
	Humans are depicted as lesser than and god in the majority of these myths. Humans are subservient to god and must obey his commends or suffer a herbal fate. Why?  God is almighty and you don’t question god or else. Here again, in my opinion, this is a stunt many religions use to gain power and money over their subjects.
6) What differences exist between the human and divine worlds?
	Many religions suggest humans are mortal and week subjects who should fear the power of a divine world.  Why? This divine world is great and powerful and one can’t escape it’s powers.
7) What differences do you notice about the role of female figures?
	Most religions place female as secondary to men. While this is sexist and demining to women it is still practiced by most organized religions of the world. Why? Religion was designed by men for men.
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The Self and Reality
1- What is the “Self” or the “I” when you talk about yourself? Of what does it consist?
Self is an interpretation founded from our own perception or ideology. As discussed in class on November 5, 2012 self and identity can’t separate. I will describe my “self” using the following  “Identity points” outlined in class.
· Race: I am from a white decent. My father is the one generation removed from Denmark. My mother is three generations removed from England.
· Class: I grew up in a middle class family. 
· Gender: I am male
· Sexuality: I am heterosexual to the best of my knowledge and understanding of sexuality. I was raised in a fundamental religious family. As such my sexual experiences are limited. I look forward to a better understanding of my sexuality through a better understanding of knowledge and experience. 
· Nationality: I am a natural born American Citizen. My loyalties currently reside with America and the blessings it has given me. 
· Age: By sure numerical count, I am middle aged. However, I still feel like I am in my mid-twenties with one exception. I enjoy several years of maturity and knowledge allowing me to live an enriched mid-twenty year old lifestyle to it’s fullest.
· Religion: I was born and raised FLDS (Fundamental Latter Day Saints). I was a good student of this faith until the age of 12-15 when I began questioning everything. When no satisfactory answers could satisfy my questions I could no longer follow something that made no sense. As such I now view myself as a humanitarian. I put all of my focus and energy on improving the quality of life for human beings globally.
· Disabilities: I view no formal education beyond high school as my biggest disability at this time. 
As we discussed in class on Nov. 5, 2012 my self is a product of the items listed above. These elements are filters of who I am. Each of these topics may change as I develop and mature as an individual. 
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2- Where does it exist? 
My “Self” is a self-created object or believe held by me. We watched a clip from Fiddler On The Roof on October 15, 2012 in class. This was an illustration of Judaism and what held their followers to this faith. Coulter and tradition and respect are some of the architects who assemble our image of “SELF”.
3- Is it permanent or something temporary?
Self and reality are only as permanent as we make it. Self-resides in our consciousness (Upanishads on page 846) “ That the dreaming state, when one is sleeping, the shining Self, who never dreams, who is ever awake, watches by his own light the dreams woven out of past deeds and present desires.”
4-When you die, what do you think happens to it?
Our “Self” lives on after our death through the evidence of our actions in life. Posterity, wealth, legacy’s, and power. (Upanishads on page 847) “ Self stands for the supreme reality. It is a symbol of what was, what is, and what shall be. Self represents also what lies beyond past, present and future.”
5- Why do you believe self has existence right here, right now, and that Self will continue to exist after your body dies?
It is logical to justify Self and it’s existence right now and here. Pinch yourself, feel the pain, this is evidence of the now and here. The greater question resides in our existence of self after our body dies? (Text page 848) “When all desires that surge in the heart are renounced, the mortal becomes immortal. When all the knots that strangle the heart are loosened, the mortal becomes immortal.” This suggest that we tend to limit ourselves a mortals and it is only after death that we gain true freedom as immortals. 
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The Radicalism of Christianity
1-What do you think the work’s main argument, point, or conclusion might be?
This work clearly depicts what a Mashiach is and uses this as evidence that Jesus as worshiped by Christians was not he Mashiach.
2-Following are three ways the author supports this point:
a) (Page 909) “If he did not succeed to that extent or was killed, it is clear that he is not the Mashiach promised by the Torah…for all prophets said that Mashiach is the redeemer of Israel and their savior, and he gathers their dispersed and reinforced their commandments.”
b) (Page 910) “From the plain sense of the words of the prophets it is apparent that in the beginning of the Massianic era will occur the war of Gog and Mogog a prophet will arise to correct Israel and to prepare their hearts, as it is said, “Behold, I am sending you the prophet Elijah.”
c) (Page 911) “The ultimate test of a true messenger of god is total compliance with all the teachings of the Torah of Moses. The fact of anyone trying to tamper with the Torah of Moses-by adding, subtracting or changing anything- is the very proof that he is an impostor.
3-How might the author’s historical period and location effected how they chose to make this point?
Maimonides work was created from 1135 – 1204 C.E. This weighting is designed to defend Judaism and the “Laws of Kings” rooted in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament). The sharp difference between Judaism and Christianity is Jesus. Christians contend he is the Mashiach. Jews contend Jesus was not the Mashiach. I must confess, based of pure facts and arguments, I would have to side with Judaism on this issue. 
4-During the time period when the work was created what social groups were being addressed? Why do you think so?
The Jews were addressing a new competition in town called Christians. This work is designed to suppress the Christian uprising as an alternative religion. Why does this sound so familiar? History tends to repeat and we see this ongoing struggle today. Why? The sad reality is this “STRIP OFF THE MASK OF RELIGION; ALL THAT’S LEFT IS POWER AND MONEY. How ironic is that.
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5-How did the author want this particular audience to react to the work in sec. 4.
The author wants the audience to look at the facts and not be dissuaded by the teachings of a false 
prophet.
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Jesus In Art
What does Jesus Christ look like?
Based off the slide show we viewed in class on October 22, 2012 Jesus Christ takes on a variety of  images. I was born and raised FLDS. Since the Corporate LDS Church is very similar to FLDS many images were directly assimilated from the Corporate Church. As such, we viewed the 1941 painting by Warner Sallama “The Head Of Christ” as our image. This painting depicts Jesus as a white male with a beard and long flowing hair. I was always puzzled by the fact the FLDS and LDS embraced this painting as Jesus wearing a full facial beard and long hair. Both of these attributes are taboo by today’s standards.  Oh I keep forgetting unlike Judaism, Christians have the unique ability to change the rules to serve their best interest. Just saying!!!!
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Mahammad: Reactionary or Radical
1-What does the work say about the fundamental relationship between man and Allah? What is mankind’s responsibility to Allah?
Man is responsible for his relationship with Allah. If he seeks out Allah and obeys his laws then Allah will bless him with prosperity and good tidings. (Page 948) “Say ye: We believe in Allah, and the revelation given to us, and to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the tribes, and that given to Moses and Jesus, and that given to all prophets from their lord. Our religion is the Baptism of Allah. Who can baptize better than Allah. And it is He Whom we worship.” (Page 949) “O ye who believe! Seek help with patient perseverance and prayer; for Allah is with those who patently persevere. They are those on whom blessings from Allah We belong, and to Him is our return.
2-How are women to be treated? Why?
Women should be respected and treated well as long as they are obedient to their husbands and obey the laws of Allah. (Page 981) “Allah has ordained a way for those women. When an unmarried male commits adultery with an unmarried female they should receive one hundred lashes and banished for one year. And in case of married male committing adultery with a married female, they shall receive one hundred lashes and be stoned to death.” Under the law of Allah, women enjoy many rights of equality especially in matters of Divorce. After reading the Qur’an I feel many of these concepts should be adopted into our family laws. (Page 952) “Divorced women shall wait concerning themselves for three months periods. Nor is it lawful for them to hide what Allah Hath created in tier wombs, if they have faith in Allah and the Last day.” 
3-What are the “people of the book” and what is their relationship to the revelations of Allah and to those who accept Islam? 
The Arab peoples from this book were from several groups of antagonistic tribes, each with their own gods a belief. The Qur’an was a series of revelations received by Muhammad over the course of 22 years. Wow…that’s a lot of praying, hop he had some good knee pads. The Qur’an united all of these groups under one god. Allah means “God”. As such these groups revered Allah as their god.
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4- Why should one accept this revelation according to the text? 
According to the text, Allah is the true god and must be accepted as such for one to prosper. Allah is always watching us. No one can escape the power of Allah. 
5- What is the role of the prophets in general and of Mahammad in particular?
The prophets general role was to teach the people the ways of Allah. Mahammad was viewed as the top dog credited for receiving revelation directly from Allah and disseminating the law to the people.
6-What is the evidence given for this being a work of revelation?
In the opening of the Qur’an. (Page 943) “ In the name of Allah, Most Gracious Most Merciful. Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds; Most Gracious, Most Merciful; Master of the Day of Judgment. Thee do we warship and Thine aid we seek.” 
7- What is the purpose of the Qur’an?
This is a governing document dictating how a society should live both spritely and temporally. In essence it was adopted as the law of the land and heaven.
8- In what ways can the work be used to liberate or oppress?
As we discussed in class on Nov. 5, 20012 many religious scripts can be used to liberate or oppress depending on the need or desires at the time. The bible is another good example of such. Here again, power and money.
9-In what ways does Islam resemble Christianity and Judaism?
Each of these groups are founded on the same premises. It was Muhammad and the Qur’an that united and established each of these groups into a formal organized religion (Page 943).
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Identity, Privilege   and Inequalities
Web Activity 
1-How many did you get right on the sorting quiz? Why do you think you did this way?
I selected six correctly. Obviously I am horrible at determining a person’s race from a photograph? I account this to the fact I have never put a race label on individuals at the conscious level. That being said, I was born and raised in Utah to a fundamental religious family. We were taught from the main teachings of the LDS Church doctrines and the bible that blacks were a cursed race and they were put on the earth to serve others. Jews were also a cursed race due to their disbelief in Jesus.  This upbringing has affected my subconscious mind to a great degree. I despise racial prejudice where ever it is taught be it religious or otherwise. It is incumbent on me to overcome the racial imbalance in my sub-conscience mind in an effort to reflect an outward equality for all races.
2-On the Implicit Association test what results did you receive?
Light Skin – Dark Skin IAT I scored as follows: 27%, 27%, 16% 17%,6%, 4% and 2%
African American – European American IAT I scored as follows: 27%, 27%, 16%, 17%, 6%, 4%, 2%
To summarize the data suggested a strong automatic preference for European Americans and light skinned individuals.  Hummm!!!!! I’m not a diversified as I thought!!!!!
3-What do your results on the IAT test tell you about yourself and your social influences? Think carefully about this question. Do not merely condemn or approve your score because it goes against or reinforces what you believe to be true.
As stated above my upbringing had an influence on my view of race that has affected my sub-conscious mind. I was excommunicated form the FLDS over 12 years ago. I had to walk away from 36 siblings, my a beautiful 6,000 square foot mansion sounded by a gated masonry wall, orchards and gardens. A architectural mill and case works company and a community full of childhood memories. I recall being escorted out of the FLDS community as an apostate, and ostracized from a colt  filled with racist biggest.  The time money and efforts I put into leading a crusade to right the wrongs the past 12 years will have to be told at another time. 
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4- Review and explanation about the on line IAT test:
I felt a little better about the test after reading the background information and gaining a better understanding behind the design of this test. Overall, I will lighten up a little and not take the results personal. 
How Do We Define Our Identity? How does Language Define Our Identity?
How do you define your identity? How do you categorize yourself based on the following markers?
· Race- I consider myself to be a white American citizen with roots that lead back to Denmark and England. 
· Class- I came from a middle income family and have worked hard to improve my financial condition over the past twenty-five years in business. 
· Gender- I am male. It is clear to me that males have an advantage over the opposite sex in business. We work to overcome this disadvantage in our businesses. We have made a lot of progress; however we have a ways to go.
· Sexuality- At the age of twenty-three I was placed into an arranged FLDS marriage. I experienced a mundane heterosexual relationship in this eight year union. We had four children together 

· before I was excommunicated and she filed for divorce. I simultaneously filed for sole and legal full time custody of my four children and won. I dated another single lady with three children of her own. After living together in sin for two and half years we got married. My sexuality has flourished with my second marriage in many ways.  To summarize, arrange marriages suck in a very bad way….LOL.

· Age- I am forty-four years old and in my prime of life. This puts me at the peek of my effectiveness. The twenty’s and thirty’s have been a time of training and growth. By the age of 55 I will be in decline.

· Religion- FLDS was a huge disadvantage in my life. I was branded a plig kid from the creek everything I set foot outside of Hildale, UT. This became a real challenge as I had to build 
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relationships between the strange world of FLDS colt to main stream America. Believe me, I 

· know the sting of persecution and discrimination. Even though I did not believe in polygamy or practice it I felt it’s rath.

· Disabilities- The lack of book smarts is a disability I experience on a daily basis. I am determined to address this issue through contained education.

· Other elements that describe my identity can be caricaturized in my un-wilding desire to prosper, grow and achieve whatever I desire. The work I am engaged in plays a large role in my identity. Developing products to improve health care for the masses. This has become the crown jewel of my identity. It allows me to help thousands of mirandized individuals in other countries. 

· Society defines my identity as a hard working capitalist, workaholic, goal oriented individual. I also view myself as such. However, the world does not understand the sacrifice and cost I have endured to become a success. Nor do they feel the responsibility and burden of providing a livelihood for 12,000 employees and family’s the world over. 
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What Pressure Does Society Place On Members Of Minorities To Abandon Parts Of Their Cultural Heritage? How Does One Adjust To The Mainstream?
Five ways minorities must abandon their cultural heritage.
1) First generation immigrants take the brunt of persecution and are pressured to change their cultural heritage the most. In spite of the fact all Americans came from somewhere else, we are quick to judge and pressure others entering into this country to be just like us. Yet we forget we were them at one point. (Page 488) “Today’s culture of entitlement- and of race entitlement in particular-tells us plenty about what we get if we are black or white or female or male or old or young. “ (Page 489) We forget that there is in fact such a thing as a unique American identity that transcends our sundry tribes, sets, gangs, and cliques. To summarize, immigrants are punished for being different. Current citizens feel they are entitled and often take advantage of the vulnerability of immigrants to further their own gains.
2) The children of immigrants also take a betting from resident citizens and are pressured to adapt and give up their culture. Their parents naturally pressure their kids to follow their native culture while the kids want to fit in with their friends and associates. (Page 496)”Looking back, I see that this was generally the case. My perception as a young girl was that I fell short at both ends, shuttling between two dimensions that had nothing to do with one another.” (Page 497) “As an adult I accept that a bicultural upbringing is a rich but imperfect thing.”
3) Children of immigrants often judge their parents one they get a dose of American confidence. (Page 462) Why did you go into those camps? I raged at my parents, frightened by my own inner silence and timidity. Why didn’t you do anything to resist? Why didn’t you name it the injustice it was? Children of immigrants are leery about what their friends will view the differences of their parents. (Page 489) “My dad would come downstairs and start hamming it up- telling stories, asking gently nosy questions, making corny jokes, all with his distinct Chinese accent. I would stand back, quietly gauging everyone’s reaction. Of course, the guys loved it. But I would feel uneasy.
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4) Immigrants can find their basic culture to be in direct conflicts with the American way.
 (Page 491) Chinese seek to adapt to nature and yield to circumstances, Americans seek to conquer both).
5) Strong personalities, influence and brute force are factors that drive minorities to abandon their cultural heritage.(Page 462) “Weak. I hear the voice from my childhood years. Passive. I hear. Our parents are painted as hard workers who were socially uncomfortable and had difficulty expressing even the smallest opinion. Clean, quiet, motivated, and determined to match the American way; that is us, and that is the story or our time here.”
My experience over the past twelve years has been an “Awakening” for me. I connect to many of the emotions and feelings enumerated in each of these readings on so many levels. This class is giving me the knowledge and understanding to start healing the emotional scars FLDS has perpetrated on me and my family.
What have I learned during this whole theme that I didn’t know before?
Human behavior and perception is fickeled at best. This topic has taught me how to recognize just how fickeled my perception and behaviors are. The on line IAT test demonstrated how our sub-conches mind is affected by our upbringing. I was embarrassed to discover my inner self did not see eye to eye with my outer self. I would like to think of myself as a defender of human rights in light of my outward efforts to bring equality to the human race the past twelve years. I must confess, my outward appearance and efforts mirrors what I have set out to do. However, I have a long way to go before mastering my inner self.
Did you change your mind about anything after learning the materials of this theme?
The readings, film clips and slide shows provided by the instructor were beneficial in shaping and articulating my perception of human equality. It takes practice to accept the differences in others full heartedly. The October 8, 2012 slide show demonstrated two distinctive faces of religion as related to human equality. The Islam “CAST” system showing a young man who had his face disfigured by acid for simply fishing in the upper class pound. On the other hand Buddhism admonishing their followers to question everything and adapt as needed to best serve their situation.   
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Gender Expectations

What were your impressions of Nora?
Nora was an individual who was born into a privileged family and married Helmer who perpetuated a life of privilege. This mundane routine life pushed her to the edge of insanity.
What were your impressions of Helmer?
Helmer was a well-educated and heeled aristocrat who was so caught up in his own life he failed to stop and include Nora as part of his real life.
What is Ibsen’s message in this play?
Relationships deserve more than scripted roles to survive. Ignored long enough the relationship will die. It’s hard to hold a could have should have on a cold and windy night.
Did you find in all shocking?
No…I have witnessed this first hand. My first marriage walked out on me and our four children leaving me a single parent. The youngest was eighteen months old and the oldest was seven. I owned and operated a showroom in St. George Utah. This career was very successful however it dealt a blow to my marriage. 
How did this work challenge your preconceived roles of women?
This work has provided me the opportunity to reflect over my life and re-evaluate the way I view women and the roles they have played in my life. I have had the privilege of living two distinct lives. Women were pawns on a chest board of life in my first life with FLDS. Used as bargaining chips to reward loyal faithful followers. Woman were taught to be submissive to their husband bear children and look after the domestic needs of the house. Education was a low priority with many attaining a 6th grade education. My second life is more rewarding as women are independent and strong. I have set about to provide my three daughters the opportunity to pursue the latter life of women I have come to know and enjoy.
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	What Meaning Do Religious Rituals Give To Death?

What similarities exist between the readings?

	Each of the readings were similar in nature as if they were serving a specific brand recognition. In each case the brand is “religious based” and shows respect for the deceased.
They all seem to put the subject in a state of peace prior to death.

What differences?

	The death and burial of a Muslim spent a great deal of effort addressing the actual 
preparation of the body. In addition, Muslims do not provide as many options for the remains as the Tibetan or Roman Christian.

What is the significance of the body?

	In all the readings, the body was respected as a sacred manifest and treated with respect. 

What are the meanings and solaces, the griefs and comforts, that religious ritual provide?

	In all the readings the solace, griefs and comforts are directed at the living. They provide closer to loved ones and left behind in an effort to aid and encourage a better quality of life for the living.

Do they offer insight into how one should live his/her life?

	Interestingly as it seems, no they did not now it’s mentioned. I found this to be refreshing as the religion I grew up in often turned a funeral into another opportunity to preach hell fire and damnation to the sinners. Perhaps this was another way of conveying the fact funerals are for the living not the dead.
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Living With The Knowledge Of Imminent Death

What is your conception of death?

	Death simply marks the end of our book of life. As all books, days, journeys and joys, nobody escapes it. My focus in “life” is to improve the quality of “life” for myself, family, and fellow human beings. A well written book is a forever giving gift to all who read. So is a will lived life as following generations reap the rewards of our efforts and sacrifices after death.  To summarize, if good people do nothing, than no good is done. As such individuals who have the courage to act in the best interest of all will be hailed as heroes through the annals of time. Their deaths simply mark the end of their book of life. Their names live on in buildings, trust funds, and institutions of higher education. That is the afterlife of death I seek for myself and the living. 

How dose your background and upbringing affects your view of death?
	
	I was born and raised FLDS. This was like LDS only on steroids with a Nazi twist thrown in for good measure. I as many of my thirty-six siblings humbly obeyed the dictates of the FLDS cult. The FLDS taught life after death for all faithful members who embraced and gave all to FLDS leadership. Up until age seventeen I believed and accepted this thought as the truth. My  deep desire for continued education beyond FLDS dictated education after grade twelve altered my belief. Today I do not embrace any of the FLDS doctrine of life after death. 

What is Eliot’s conception of death in the poem The Hollow Men?

	We are all a product of our environment. As Eliot states “We are the hollow men We are the stuffed men Leaning together Head piece filled with straw.” This would suggest, we have little impact on our individual destines. Like a rivers current, we are all swept along to our deaths.

Do you identify with his point of view? Why or why not?

	I can’t deny the fact we are all a product of our environment to some extent. However, I do not agree with the concept of simply giving up and going with the flow. Why? To stand out and make a difference one must swim against the norm even if it causes waves of criticisms from those who dear not step outside their own comfort zones.
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Justification For Killing
What do you thing the work’s main argument, point, or conclusion might be?
The main argument suggests life is composed of good and bad. This is pointed out on page 1110 of the text. “There is no sun without shadow, and it is essential to know the night. The absurd man says yes and his effort will henceforth be unceasing.”

Give three ways the author supports his points?
1- Text page 1109. “Happiness and the absurd are two sons of the same earth. They are                           inseparable.” 
2- Text page 1109. “There is no fate that cannot be surmounted by scorn.
3- Text page 1107. “Beginning to think is beginning to be undermined. Society has but little connection with such beginnings. The worm is in man’s heart. That is where it must be sought. One must follow and understand this fatal game that leads from lucidity in the face of existence to flight from light.
How might the author’s historical period and location have affected how he chose to make his point?
Albert’s main work was constructed from 1947 – 1956. He was heavily influenced by World War II and his distrust for the Communist Party.
During the time period when the work was created what social groups were being addressed? Why do you think so?
The Nazis and supporting Communist Party vs. the rest of the free world were the social groups Albert Camus addressed. The idea of “Absurdity and Suicide” was conceived during the struggle between these two groups in World War II.
How did the author want this particular audience to react to his work?
	Albert wanted us to think deeper and recognize life is composed of good and bad. It is up to us to sort out the good and recognize the bad is something we all have to deal with so get use to it.	
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